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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
WlLLENHALL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Chairman,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  Urban  District  of  Willenhall  for  the  year  1949. 

The  Annual  Report  differs  slightly  from  the  report  of  the  year 
1948  and  other  preceding  years,  because  certain  annual  figures 
about  the  health  services  of  the  Staffordshire  County  Council 
within  this  district  are  no  longer  made  available. 

The  statistical  tables  and  the  coirmei  ts  on  the  vital  statistics 
later  in  the  report,  far  from  being  obscure  in  their  meaning  or 
devoid  of  interest,  are  the  yardsticks  by  which  we  can  judge  the 
efficacy  of  the  health  services.  By  these  measures  the  health  of 
Willenhall  has  been  satisfactory  compared  with  past  years, 
although  certain  figures  have  lagged  behind  the  rates  for  the 
country  as  a  whole.  The  Crude  Death  Rate  was  9-48  compared 
with  9’4  in  the  previous  year.  The  Birth  Rate  of  18’ 5  was  lower 
than  in  1948.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 
has  not  varied  much  from  last  year’s  level,  and  it  is  still  too  high 
compared  with  the  national  figure.  Five  infants  died  from 
whooping  cough,  which  is  an  unusually  large  number  especially 
in  a  year  when  there  were  relatively  few  cases  notified. 

There  has  been  a  welcome  decrease  in  the  number  of  new  cases 
of  tuberculosis  notified  during  1949.  The  abrupt  fall  in  the  deaths 
from  this  cause  is  pleasing  to  note,  and  by  referring  to  the  appro¬ 
priate  appendix  you  will  observe  that  this  figure  is  the  lowest  on 
record.  The  deaths  from  cancer  were  also  fewer  in  number. 

The  overcrowded  living  conditions  and  unhealthy  housing  of 
many  inhabitants  of  the  town  continue  to  be  a  source  of  dis¬ 
satisfaction  and  unhappiness.  A  few  of  the  worst  unfit  houses 
classified  as  structurally  dangerous  were  vacated  by  rehousing  the 
families  and  demolished,  but  the  slow  rate  of  building  new  houses 
restricted  action  by  the  Public  Health  Department  in  dealing  with 
unfit  houses  or  overcrowding.  One  group  of  seventeen  houses 
in  Chapel  Green  was  represented  with  a  view  to  forming  a  clearance 
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area.  The  need  to  include  houses  under  demolition  orders  in  the 
scheme  for  priority  rehousing  in  a  proportion  of  the  new  houses 
was  becoming  more  pressing.  Repairs  to  many  of  the  unfit  houses 
last  little  time  and  are  a  recurring  problem,  for  which  demolition 
is  the  only  real  solution.  Rehousing  of  tuberculous  families  to 
provide  a  separate  bedroom  for  the  affected  member  and  to  avoid 
overcrowding  of  the  rest  of  the  household  has  remained  a  constant 
feature  of  your  allocation  of  tenancies.  It  is  a  valuable  contribu¬ 
tion  on  your  part  towards  combating  this  disease. 

The  benefit  of  a  larger  staff  of  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  Clerks 
in  the  Public  Health  Department  has  been  obvious  during  the 
year.  Substantial  progress  has  been  made  in  the  inspection  and 
improvement  of  food  premises.  Complaints  of  smoke  or  grit 
nuisances  and  observations  on  chimneys  have  occupied  more  time 
and  effort  than  in  other  years.  The  measurement  of  atmospheric 
pollution  by  deposit  gauges  and  other  recording  instruments  was 
begun  in  the  month  of  February,  and  the  year’s  results  will  be 
recorded  in  the  report  ;  it  will  be  interesting  to  observe  the  results 
of  remedial  action  on  these  observations.  The  greater  effort  and 
prominence  given  to  this  problem  will  in  the  long  run  yield  results 
in  spite  of  its  diversity  and  difficulty  in  this  district. 

This  year’s  general  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  was  low. 
There  were  only  two  cases  of  diphtheria  compared  with  10  cases 
in  1948. 

As  this  in  my  last  Annual  Report  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
I  should  like  to  thank  all  the  members  of  the  staff  for  their  willing 
help  and  friendly  co-operation  throughout  this  year,  and  in  some 
instances  throughout  my  term  of  office.  My  colleagues  in  other 
departments  have  given  a  great  deal  of  assistance  in  this  as  in 
other  years.  The  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  have  been  most  helpful  in  promoting  the  efficiency  of 
the  Public  Health  Department,  and  in  considering  all  matters 
brought  before  them. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  M.  CAMPBELL, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


General  Statistics. 

Area  (in  acres) 

Population  : 

(a)  1931  Census 

(b)  Registrar-General’s  Estimate  for  mid-year 

1949 

X  !_/  JL  ••  ••  ••  ••  t  t 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 
Rateable  value  of  District 
Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 
General  Rate  (1949-50) 


2,834 

26,195 

30,800 
8,189 
£131,496 
£490 
19s.  6d. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR,  1949. 


Live  Births. 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

•  •  •  • 

548 

268 

280 

Illegitimate 

•  •  •  • 

21 

11 

10 

Total 

•  •  •  • 

569 

279 

290 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  civilian  population  :  18-5. 

Still  Births. 

Legitimate 

•  •  •  • 

12 

9 

3 

Illegitimate 

•  •  •  • 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

•  •  •  • 

12 

9 

3 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  :  20-6. 
Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  Civilian  Population  :  0*39. 


Deaths.  T  otal  Males  Females 

292  155  137 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Civilian  Population  :  9*48. 
Corrected  Death  Rate  (Comparability  Factor,  1-27)  :  12-04. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes .  Nil. 
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Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total  number  of  Infant  Deaths 
Total  number  of  legitimate 

27 

17 

10 

infants  dying 

Total  number  of  illegitimate 

26 

16 

10 

infants  dying 

1 

1 

0 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  : 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ..  ..  ..  47-4 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births. .  47-4 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  47*6 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  38 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . .  . .  5 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  ag@)  . .  1 

Deaths  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  ..  ..  11 

Deaths  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  . .  . .  11 

MOTES  QM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population. 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  of 
Willenhall  for  the  mid-year  1949  was  30,800,  being  a  further  slight 
increase  of  190  over  the  figure  of  30,610  for  the  previous  year. 
The  natural  increase  of  population,  or  excess  of  births  over  deaths, 
for  the  year  1949  was  277. 

Births. 

There  were  569  live  births,  composed  of  279  male  births  and 
290  female  births.  21  of  these  births,  or  3-7  per  cent  of  the  total 
births,  were  illegitimate,  compared  with  twenty  four  illegitimate 
births  last  year.  This  gives  a  birth  rate  of  18*5  per  1,000  of  the 
population  for  1949,  which  compares  with  the  figures  of  16-7  for 
England  and  Wales  and  of  18*0  for  the  smaller  towns  of  comparable 
size.  This  year’s  birth  rate  shows  a  decrease  from  the  figure  of 
20-8  for  the  year  1948. 

Deaths.  -  • 

There  were  292  deaths  in  1949,  being  155  males  and  137 
females  ;  this  figure  is  four  higher  than  the  total  number  of  288 
deaths  in  1948.  This  gives  a  death  rate  of  9*48  for  1949  compared 
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with  9-4  for  1948  ;  by  applying  the  comparability  factor  of  1*27 
this  crude  death  rate  is  corrected  to  a  figure  of  12-04.  The  cor¬ 
responding  figures  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole  and  for  the 
smaller  towns  were  1 1  -7  and  1 1  -6  respectively.  The  death  rate 
in  Willenhall  compares  satisfactorily  with  the  death  rate  for  the 
country  as  a  whole. 

Principal  Causes  of  Death. 

Sixty  two  people  died  from  heart  diseases,  compared  with  50 
in  1948.  There  was  a  fall  in  the  deaths  due  to  cancer  from  45  in 
1948  to  38  in  1949.  The  deaths  due  to  respiratory  diseases, 
including  pneumonia  and  bronchitis,  have  not  altered  notably. 
Pulmonary  tuberculosis  caused  11  deaths,  and  there  were  no 
deaths  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  ;  this  is  the  lowest  figure 
over  a  period  as  far  back  as  the  year  1912.  Cancer  of  the  lung 
caused  2  deaths. 

Summary  of  Leading  Causes  of  Death. 


Cancer 

•  • 

1947 

44 

1948 

45 

1949 

38 

Heart  Diseases 

•  • 

53 

50 

62 

Pneumonia  . . 

•  * 

17 

16 

12 

Bronchitis  and  Other  Respiratory 
Diseases 

30 

27 

33 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions 

•  • 

30 

13 

26 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

•  • 

27 

28 

11 

Deaths  from  Violent  Causes. 

During  the  year  there  were  9  deaths  from  violent  causes, 
ncluding  3  from  suicide,  2  as  a  result  of  road  traffic  accident,  and 
4  from  other  violent  causes. 

Age  at  Death. 

One  hundred  and  sixty  two  deaths  or  55-7  per  cent  of  the 
total  deaths  occurred  in  persons  aged  65  years  and  over. 

Still  Births. 

There  were  12  still  births,  being  9  males  and  3  females.  The 
still  birth  rate  of  20-6  per  1,000  total  births  compares  with  a 
figure  of  23-00  in  the  previous  year.  When  the  rate  is  calculated 
per  1,000  of  the  civilian  population,  the  figures  for  Willenhall,  the 
smaller  towns  of  comparable  size,  and  England  and  Wales  are 
0-39,  0-40  and  0-39  respectively. 
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Infant  Mortality. 

Twenty  seven  infants  died  ;  17  of  these  infants  were  males 
and  10  were  females.  One  illegitimate  infant  lost  its  life.  This 
gives  an  infantile  mortality  rate  from  all  causes  of  47*4  compared 
with  a  rate  of  44*0  for  the  year  1948.  This  rate  is  higher  than  the 
low  rate  of  32  for  England  and  Wales  and  of  30  for  the  smaller 
towns  of  comparable  size. 

Fourteen  out  of  the  27  deaths  took  place  under  the  age  of  one 
month,  of  which  8  occurred  during  the  first  day  of  life  and  5  in  the 
remainder  of  the  first  week.  These  early  deaths  were  ascribed 
to  prematurity  and  congenital  defects.  Deaths  from  diarrhoea 
and  enteritis  under  two  years  of  age  fell  to  one  case.  There  were 
five  deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  and  six  deaths  from  pneumonia 
among  infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

There  was  no  death  from  maternal  causes  in  1949. 


SECTION  F. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AMD  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES. 

There  was  a  marked  fall  in  the  number  of  notified  infectious 
diseases  for  1949,  which  the  tabulated  information  in  the  next 
section  shows  as  less  than  half  of  the  corresponding  figure  for  the 
year  1948.  The  number  of  measles  cases  notified  was  much  less 
than  in  the  previous  year,  but  the  figure  was  still  high  because 
the  epidemic,  which  began  in  the  autumn  of  1948,  continued  into 
the  early  months  of  1949.  There  were  only  two  cases  of  diph¬ 
theria  on  the  correction  of  figures  by  the  final  diagnosis.  Scarlet 
Fever  diminished  to  a  low  level.  Although  Whooping  Cough 
notifications  were  few,  there  were  five  deaths  among  infants  from 
this  cause. 

Infections  Diseases  —  Incidence. 

N otifications  ( C orrected  figures) 


Scarlet  Fever 

1948 

102 

1949 

30 

Whooping  Cough 

-  • 

121 

35 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

•  • 

1 

3 

Measles  .  . 

277 

122 

8 


Diphtheria 
Acute  Pneumonia 
Paratyphoid  Fevers 
Erysipelas 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 


10 

15 

0 

8 

0 


2 

26 

1 

8 

1 


Totals 


534 


228 


Deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  the  notifiable  infectious  diseases 
other  than  tuberculosis  in  1948.  In  addition  to  the  five  deaths 
from  Whooping  Cough  already  mentioned,  there  was  one  death 
from  Acute  Poliomyelitis  in  1949. 

Scariet  Fever. 

With  only  31  notified  cases  in  1949  scarlet  fever  was  less 
common  than  in  any  of  the  past  seven  years,  and  showed  a  decline 
from  the  high  level  of  the  preceding  year.  Thirty  cases  out  of  the 
original  notifications  were  finally  confirmed. 

Diphtheria. 

While  nine  notifications  were  received  during  the  year,  there 
were  only  two  cases  of  diphtheria  confirmed  by  the  final  diagnosis 
from  a  hospital  or  other  source.  The  corrected  notification  figure 
of  two  cases  is  equivalent  to  a  rate  of  0-06  per  1,000  of  the  civilian 
population. 

There  was  no  death  from  diphtheria,  and  the  fall  in  the  number 
of  cases  is  a  pleasing  feature  of  the  year. 

Under  the  new  arrangements  for  immunisation  and  vaccina¬ 
tion,  which  are  now  duties  of  the  Staffordshire  County  Council, 
it  is  not  possible  to  give  you  any  figures  for  the  year  on  the  progress 
of  diphtheria  immunisation.  The  information  about  the  history 
of  immunisation  in  individual  cases  can  be  obtained  from  the 
Area  Medical  Officer  ;  this  is  helpful  in  preventive  work. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

During  the  autumn  of  1949  there  were  three  cases  of  Acute 
Poliomyelitis  notified  and  confirmed.  All  the  three  cases  were 
treated  in  hospital  ;  one  boy  died  ;  and  the  other  two  cases 
recovered  with  some  residual  paralysis,  for  which  they  have  been 
under  treatment.  Two  children  of  the  same  family  were  affected, 
but  the  third  patient  was  unconnected  with  any  other  case. 
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SVSeasSes. 

Measles  notifications  were  122,  which  gives  a  notification  rate 
of  3*96  per  1,000  of  the  civilian  population.  The  epidemic  of  the 
latter  months  of  1948  continued  into  the  early  months  of  1949. 
There  were  no  deaths  from  measles. 

Whooping  Cough. 

With  only  35  notified  cases  whooping  cough  was  lower  than  in 
any  year  since  1943.  The  number  of  cases  fell  abruptly  from  the 
high  level  of  121  notifications  in  1948.  There  were  five  deaths  from 
Whooping  Cough  among  infants  under  one  year  of  age  ;  and 
Whooping  Cough  was  thus  responsible  for  nearly  one-fifth  of  the 
infantile  deaths.  There  is  considerable  interest  among  parents  in 
immunisation  against  this  disease,  which  has  remained  the  subject 
of  trials  to  decide  upon  its  efficacy  before  a  general  scheme  of 
immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough  is  promoted.  While  there 
is  no  immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough  carried  out  at  the 
County  Council’s  Clinics,  it  is  pleasing  to  observe  that  many 
parents  have  their  children  protected  in  this  way  by  their  family 
doctors. 

Pneumonia. 

The  twenty-seven  notified  cases  of  Acute  Pneumonia  were 
reduced  to  26  cases  in  the  corrected  figures.  This  gives  a  notifica¬ 
tion  rate  of  0*84  per  1,000  of  the  civilian  population. 

Cerebr©  Spinal  Fmrer. 

The  single  case,  which  was  notified,  was  not  confirmed. 

Paratyphoid  F@¥@r. 

There  was  one  sporadic  case  of  Paratyphoid  Fever  ;  and 
another  member  of  the  same  family  was  admitted  to  hospital,  but 
did  not  develop  Paratyphoid  Fever. 

Dysentery. 

There  was  one  case  notified,  but  the  final  report  from  the 
hospital  did  not  confirm  the  diagnosis  of  Dystentery. 

Miscellaneous. 

There  was  one  case  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  ;  and  eight  cases  of 
Erysipelas  were  notified. 

Tuberculosis. 


At  the  end  of  1949  the  number  of  notified  cases  of  tuberculosis 


remaining  on  the  register  was  as  follows  : 

Males 

Females 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

159 

132 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

35 

38 

10 

During  the  year  42  names  were  removed  from  the  register  for 
the  following  reasons  : 

Died  .  .  '  . .  .  .  .  .  25 

Recovered  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  13 

Left  District  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  4 

Thirty  four  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  brought 
to  my  notice  ;  six  of  these  were  observed  from  the  returns  of 
deaths,  and  twenty  eight  were  formally  notified.  This  figure  for 
the  year  1949  gives  an  attack  rate  of  1-10  per  1,000  of  the 
population. 

There  were  also  two  new  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

The  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  show  a  slight  fall  in  the  year 
under  review. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis,  all  of  which  were  due 
to  the  pulmonary  type,  fell  sharply  to  a  figure  of  eleven  ;  this  is 
the  lowest  level  over  the  years  as  far  back  as  1912,  as  will  be  seen 
from  the  table  in  the  appendix.  The  overall  death  rate  from 
tuberculosis  of  0*36  per  1,000  of  the  civilian  population  compares 
satisfactorily  with  a  corresponding  level  of  0*45  for  England  and 
Wales. 

During  the  year  nine  tuberculosis  families  were  rehoused  under 
the  Councibs  special  scheme  for  priority. 

Cancer. 

The  thirty  eight  deaths  from  cancer  in  1949  give  a  death  rate 
of  1-23  per  1,000  of  the  population.  Two  of  these  deaths  were  due 
to  cancer  of  the  lung. 


SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 
Public  Health  Staff. 

A  list  of  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  will  be 
found  at  the  beginning  of  the  Report,  where  any  changes  are 
indicated. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Martin  Street,  Stafford, 
which  is  directed  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  for  the  Ministry 
of  Health  serves  this  area  for  bacteriological  examination  of 
specimens  sent  by  General  Practitioners  as  well  as  material  such 
as  water,  milk,  and  ice-cream  submitted  by  your  Public  Health 
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Department.  Difficulties  arising  from  the  distance  have  been 
overcome  by  using  the  Laboratory’s  collecting  van  towards  the 
end  of  the  year.  It  has  not  been  necessary  to  call  upon  the  assist¬ 
ance  of  the  Laboratory  in  investigating  any  outbreak  of  infectious 
disease  during  the  year. 

The  Chemical  Laboratory  is  at  the  County  Buildings,  Stafford. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  main  ambulance  station,  which  provides  a  day  and  night 
service,  is  located  at  Clemson  Street,  Willenhall  (Telephone  No. 
Willenhall  580). 

Cursing  in  the  Home. 

There  are  three  general  nurses  in  the  town  under  the  arrange¬ 
ments  of  the  Staffordshire  County  Council. 

Home  Helps. 

The  services  of  a  Home  Help  should  be  sought  through  one  of 
the  health  visitors  at  the  Clinics,  or  through  the  Area  Medical 
Officer. 

fraternity  Services. 

There  are  six  domiciliary  midwives  employed  by  the  Stafford¬ 
shire  County  Council  in  the  area. 

Where  admission  to  hospital  for  the  confinement  is  desired  on 
social  grounds,  application  should  be  made  to  a  Health  Visitor 
at  the  Willenhall  Clinic.  Llospital  treatment  for  medical  reasons 
is  arranged  by  the  doctor  in  attendance. 

Tuberculosis. 

This  area  is  served  by  the  Anti-Tuberculosis  Clinic,  Bell  Street, 
Wolverhampton,  to  which  a  patient  is  referred  by  the  arrange¬ 
ments  of  the  Medical  Practitioner.  If  Sanatorium  treatment  is 
required,  this  is  arranged  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer.  Health 
visiting  of  tuberculosis  patients  is  done  by  the  district  health 
visitor.  Care  and  after-care  work  under  Section  28  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act  is  done  by  a  lady  Social  Worker  working  from 
Wolverhampton. 

infectious  Diseases. 

Cases  of  infectious  diseases  from  the  area  are  admitted  mainly 
to  Moxley  Isolation  Llospital,  and  admission  is  arranged  by  the 
Public  Health  Department  during  normal  office  hours,  and  by 
direct  arrangements  between  the  medical  practitioner  and  the 
hospital  at  other  times. 
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Clinic  and  Treatment  Centres. 

There  are  three  Child  Welfare  Centres,  ore  Ante-Natal  Clinic, 
and  one  School  Clinic  in  the  Area.  The  larger  Clinic  in  Willenhall 
which  is  used  every  day,  and  the  two  weekly  Clinics  at  Short  Heath 
and  Willenhall  are  located  in  an  adapted  building  and  hired  pre¬ 
mises,  and  lack  the  advantages  and  appearance  of  buildings 
designed  for  the  purpose.  There  are  no  specialist  services  at  the 
main  Willenhall  Clinic  except  the  fortnightly  visits  of  the 
Ophthalmologist  under  the  School  Health  Services. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

Three  sessions  are  held  weekly  at  the  Willenhall  Clinic  on 
Tuesday  morning  and  afternoon,  and  on  Friday  afternoon. 

Child  Welfare  Centres. 

The  child  welfare  centres  in  the  town  are  held  as  follows  : 
Willenhall  Clinic  Monday  and  Wednesday  afternoons. 
Portobello  Clinic  Thursday  afternoon. 

Short  Heath  Clinic  Friday  afternoon. 

Minor  Ailment  Clinics  for  School  Children. 

The  minor  ailment  clinic  for  school  children  in  Willenhall  is 
open  on  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday  mornings  with  a  nurse 
in  attendance  ;  and  a  doctor  is  available  on  Mondays.  At  Short 
Heath  Clinic  a  weekly  session  is  held  on  Friday  mornings  with  a 
doctor  present  once  a  fortnight.  As  well  as  dealing  with  minor 
ailments,  these  clinics  serve  as  a  Centre  for  special  examinations 
of  handicapped  children. 

Repairs  or  replacement  of  spectacles  for  School  Children  can 
be  arranged  by  obtaining  Form  O.S.C.IO  at  these  clinics  or  from 
the  Head  Teachers  of  the  Schools. 


Immunisation  and  Vaccination. 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria  for  pre-school  children  is 
done  during  the  normal  sessions  at  the  Child  Welfare  Clinic. 
Children  attending  school  are  offered  immunisation  or  reinforcing 
doses  as  necessary  at  entry  to  school  and  again  between  the  ages 
of  10  and  11  years  under  the  arrangements  made  by  the  Area 
Medical  Officer  ;  forms  for  parental  consent  are  issued  by  the  head 
teachers. 

Vaccination  and  immunisation  against  whooping  cough  are 
not  carried  out  at  the  Clinics. 
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Care  of  Aged  and  infirm. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  Section  47  of  the  National 
Assistance  Act,  1948.  Any  problems  which  were  referred  to  the 
Public  Health  Department  have  been  brought  to  a  solution  by 
discussion  with  a  hospital  or  by  co-operation  from  the  County 
Council’s  Area  Welfare  Officer. 

There  is  an  Old  People’s  Welfare  Council  in  being  in  Willenhall, 
and  one  home  for  old  people,  limited  to  women,  has  been  established. 
The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  Honorary  Medical  Adviser  to  this 
Council. 

Accidents  in  the  Home. 

Publicity  for  the  prevention  of  accidents  in  the  home  is 
conducted  by  means  of  posters  in  the  Clinics  and  elsewhere. 

SECTION  CL 


SANITARY  CIRGUMSTANGES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Water  Supply. 

The  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Water  Undertaking  provide 
the  main  Water  Supply  of  the  Area  ;  and  Mr.  S.  L.  McMillan, 
B.Sc.,  M.Inst.C.E.,  M.Inst.W.E.,  Engineer  and  Manager,  has 
given  me  the  information  on  which  the  following  remarks  are 
based. 

The  supply  of  water  in  the  Area  has  been  satisfactory  in 
quality  and  quantity.  The  water  supplied  by  the  Wolverhampton 
Corporation  Water  Undertaking  does  not  have  Plumbo-solvent 
action. 

No  figures  giving  the  proportion  of  dwelling  houses  supplied 
direct  from  the  mains  as  apart  from  stand-pipes  supplies  are 
available.  The  Water  Engineer  reports  as  follows  on  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  water  going  into  distribution  and  from  the  distribution 
system  : 


Presumptive  Coli- Aero genes 
per  100  ML. 


Total  Number  of 

Samples  taken 

0 

1-2 

3-10 

Over  10 

715 

674 

30 

8 

3 
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These  bacteriological  examinations  include  samples  from  the 
Essington  Water  Tower  and  Beacon  Colliery  Elevated  Tank  as 
well  as  from  the  larger  sources  of  distribution  to  the  Area. 

Representative  chemical  analyses  which  I  have  seen  are  also 
satisfactory. 

Periodic  independent  samples  for  bacteriological  and  chemical 
analysis  have  always  obtained  a  satisfactory  report.  The  result  of 
chemical  analysis  of  the  sample  of  water  in  supply  was  as  follows  : 

Parts  per  100,000 

Total  Solid  Matter  dried  at  212°F.  .  .  32-0 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  .  .  .  .  0*0020 

Albuminoid  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  0*0012 

Nitric  Nitrogen  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0*28 

Chlorine  ....  .  .  .  .  .  .  3*8 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  800°F.  0*008 

Appearance  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Practically  clear 

Injurious  Metallic  Contamination  .  .  None 

pH  Value  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7*5 

Hardness  before  boiling  .  .  .  .  .  .  18*6° 

Hardness  after  boiling  .  .  .  .  .  .  8*9° 

Temporary  hardness  .  .  .  .  .  .  9*7° 

The  analyst  states  that  “  this  water  is  chemically  of  satis¬ 

factory  quality  and  if  passed  bacteriologically  may  be  considered 
suitable  for  drinking. ”  The  bacteriological  report  on  the  sample 
of  water  from  the  same  source  was  satisfactory. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

No  new  sewers  were  laid  during  the  year.  A  general  report  by 
the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  on  premises  in  the  district  which  are 
still  served  by  cesspools  and  privies  has  been  considered,  and  also 
some  progress  has  been  made  in  establishing  further  connections 
to  the  sewers  or  in  considering  proposals  to  effect  such  improve¬ 
ments. 

There  were  no  important  changes  at  the  Sewage  Disposal 
Works,  and  it  has  not  been  possible  in  present  circumstances  to 
proceed  with  the  extensive  modification  and  improvement  of  the 
sewage  disposal  works  and  sewers,  that  have  been  proposed. 

Swimming  Baths. 

Analyses  of  the  swimming  bath  water  have  been  taken  during 
the  season  for  which  it  is  open.  A  typical  example  of  the  result 


15 


of  such  an  analysis  taken  on  25th  May,  1949  is  given  below  : 

Parts  per  100,000 

Total  Solid  Matter  dried  at  212°F.  .  .  58*0 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  .  .  .  .  0*0252 

Albuminoid  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0*0800 

Nitric  Nitrogen  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0*25 

Chlorine  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  14*0 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  80°F.  .  .  0*212 

Appearance  Extremely  minute  trace  of  suspended  matter 
Injurious  Metallic  Contamination  . .  None 

pH  Value  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6*8 

Free  Chlorine  .  .  .  .  .  ,  .  .  0*40  parts 

per  million 


The  analyst  remarks  that  “  this  water  is  polluted  but  made 
satisfactory  by  the  amount  of  free  chlorine  present.”  A  bacterio¬ 
logical  sample  on  the  same  occasion  gave  a  satisfactory  result. 

Health  in  Factories. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  work  done  under  the  appropriate 
sections  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937  is  tabulated  in  one  of  the 
appendices.  Through  improved  staffing  it  has  been  possible  to 
carry  out  routine  inspections  instead  of  confining  action  to  amend¬ 
ing  sanitary  defects  reported  by  the  inspectors  of  factories  to  this 
authority. 

Atmospheric  Pollution. 

Systematic  observations  by  atmospheric  pollution  gauges  have 
been  made  during  the  year,  and  the  results  will  be  included  in  this 
report.  The  adoption  of  improved  fuel-burning  appliances  in  new 
Council  housing  has  been  a  welcome  advance.  It  has  been  agreed 
that  private  persons  building  houses  should  be  informed  of  the 
approved  list  of  appliances,  and  also  that  grates  from  this  list 
should  be  used  when  repairs  or  alterations  are  done  in  Council 
houses.  The  need  for  instruction  of  tenants  in  the  correct  manage¬ 
ment  of  these  appliances,  as  and  when  they  are  installed,  has  been 
brought  to  the  notice  of  your  Housing  Manager.  A  small  number 
of  coke  fires  are  to  be  provided  in  new  Council  Houses. 

The  Willenhall  Smoke  Abatement  Advisory  Committee  has 
been  very  valuable  in  fostering  interest  in  the  abatement  of  smoke 
and  in  clarifying  the  varied  aspects  of  the  industrial  smoke 
problem  in  Willenhall.  During  the  year  the  number  of  observa¬ 
tions  on  industrial  chimneys  has  been  increased,  and  the  appropri¬ 
ate  informal  or  statutory  action  arising  from  these  observations 
has  been  taken.  These  matters  will  be  reported  more  fully  in  the 
report  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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The  procedure  under  which  building  plans,  submitted  for  the 
approval  of  the  local  authority,  are  passed  to  the  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector  for  examination  and  report  gives  an  opportunity  to 
secure  further  details  of  the  proposed  plant  and  to  obtain  improve¬ 
ments  necessary  for  smoke  abatement.  Much  good  can  be  done  in 
this  way  to  prevent  difficulties  at  a  later  stage  by  advice  and  help 
on  the  design  of  the  plant,  and  this  work  in  the  prevention  rather 
than  the  abatement  of  smoke  and  other  nuisances  has  been  an 
important  new  sphere  of  activity  during  the  past  two  years. 


SECTION  0. 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 

The  number  of  houses  built  and  completed  by  the  local 
authority  during  the  year  1949  was  72,  and,  in  addition  12  houses 
were  completed  by  private  persons.  There  was  thus  a  considerable 
fall  in  the  increment  of  new  houses  in  the  district. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  1949  under  its  post-war  housing 
programme  your  Authority  completed  426  houses,  of  which  276 
were  ^permanent  houses  and  150  were  temporary  bungalows. 

The  total  number  of  Council  houses  in  the  District  was  2,469 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Under  your  scheme  for  the  priority  allocation  of  tenancies  to 
relieve  overcrowding  among  households  where  a  member  of  the 
family  is  suffering  from  tuberculosis,  the  tenancies  of  9  houses  were 
granted  during  the  year. 

In  the  year  1949  the  policy  of  allotting  a  proportion  of  the 
new  houses  to  secure  the  priority  rehousing  of  the  tenants  of  houses 
which  were  classified  as  structurally  dangerous  has  continued  to 
operate  in  the  same  manner  as  in  the  preceding  year.  The 
tenancies  of  16  houses  were  granted  to  families  from  these  houses. 
Eight  houses  so  classified  were  awaiting  the  allocation  of  tenancies. 

There  are  a  number  of  houses  in  the  district,  which  have 
deteriorated  so  badly  as  to  require  early  demolition,  and  at  the  end 
of  the  year  20  houses  on  which  there  were  operative  demolition 
orders  were  still  occupied.  The  need  for  extending  the  arrange¬ 
ments  for  priorit}/  rehousing  to  include  houses  subject  to  demoli¬ 
tion  orders  as  well  as  houses  classified  as  structurally  dangerous 
was  becoming  more  and  more  obvious. 

Further  deterioration  of  some  of  the  many  unfit  houses  in  the 
town  has  necessitated  the  making  of  demolition  orders  on  9  houses. 
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The  low  rate  of  completion  of  new  houses  in  the  district  has 
inevitably  brought  to  our  notice  many  of  these  unfortunate 
families  with  young  children  who  are  living  in  overcrowded 
insanitary  and  unhealthy  houses,  and  although  I  have  had  much 
assistance  from  the  Housing  Manager  in  enquiring  into  these 
complaints,  most  of  these  families  could  not  be  assisted  in  their 
efforts  to  secure  more  fitting  conditions  for  their  physical  and  mental 
health.  There  is  however  reason  to  believe  that  in  future  years 
more  houses  will  be  completed  with  the  improvement  of  the  water 
supply  to  the  northern  part  of  the  town. 

It  is  expected  that  in  the  future  there  will  be  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  types  of  houses  of  smaller  and  larger  sizes,  with  less 
exclusive  building  of  three-bedroomed  houses. 

SECTION  E. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOODS. 

Nleat  and  Other  Foods. 

The  report  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  gives  the  details 
of  inspections  and  particulars  of  the  action  taken  with  regapd  to 
meat  and  other  foods,  including  inspection  of  meat,  slaughter¬ 
houses,  shops,  market  stalls,  and  places  where  food  is  prepared, 
and  it  will  be  evident  that  the  progress  made  under  this  heading 
during  the  previous  year  has  been  continued  during  1949. 

Considerable  attention  has  been  given  throughout  the  year 
to  the  conditions  under  which  ice-cream  is  manufactured  and  sold. 
The  results  of  sampling  by  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  are  shown  in 
an  appendix  to  this  report. 

Butcher’s  preparation  rooms  have  received  special  considera¬ 
tion  during  the  year,  and  a  number  of  improvements  have  been 
completed  before  registration  of  the  premises. 

Bye-laws. 

Bye-laws  on  the  handling,  wrapping  and  delivery  of  food  and 
sale  of  food  in  the  open  air,  which  are  in  the  form  of  the  model 
Bye-laws  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Food,  have  been  considered  and 
recommended  for  adoption  in  the  district. 

Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks. 

There  was  no  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  during  the  year,  and 
no  cases  of  this  condition  were  brought  to  my  notice  by  notification 
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or  death.  The  tabulated  details  of  food  poisoning  are  as  follows  : 

(a)  Total  number  of  Outbreaks  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  Cases  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(c)  Number  of  Deaths  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(d)  Organisms  or  other  agents  responsible  with 

number  of  outbreaks  attributable  to  each  Nil 

(e)  Foods  involved,  with  number  of  outbreaks 

associated  with  each  food  .  .  . .  .  .  Nil 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


Public  Health  Offices, 
Walsall  Street, 

WlLLENHALL, 

Staffs. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
WlLLENHALL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Chairman,  and  Gentlemen, 

It  can  confidently  be  stated  that  the  work  of  the  Health 
Department  felt  the  benefit  of  the  Staff  which  has  been  recruited 
during  the  previous  three  years. 

It  was  possible  to  arrange  for  an  Inspector  to  devote  his  whole 
attention  to  Food  matters.  It  is  difficult  and  often  inadvisable  to 
single  out  one  section  of  environmental  hygiene  as  being  of 
paramount  importance,  but  from  the  point  of  view  of  publicity 
in  the  press,  on  the  radio  and  discussions  by  various  organisations, 
probably  more  attention  has  been  directed  towards  food  hygiene 
than  to  any  other  of  the  Department’s  activities. 

Whilst  attention  is  focussed  upon  Food  Hygiene,  matters  of 
Housing,  Atmospheric  Pollution,  Inspection  of  Factories  and 
Workshops,  and  Shops  have  not  been  forgotten. 

The  march  of  progress  brings  new  standards  and  new  pro¬ 
blems  ;  one  can  readily  see  that  the  bye-laws  for  the  handling  and 
wrapping  of  food,  etc.,  shortly  to  be  adopted  by  the  Council  whilst 
calling  for  efforts  from  shopkeepers  and  others  will,  for  instance, 
also  make  more  exacting  demands  upon  the  collection  of  trade 
refuse. 

The  erection  of  more  houses,  the  abolition  of  cesspools,  and 
the  conversion  of  waste  water  closets  have  increased  the  burden 
placed  upon  an  already  inadequate  sewerage  system  in  parts  of 
the  town.  This  is  obviously  becoming  increasingly  more  apparent. 
These  matters  are  urgent  and  of  direct  concern  to  the  Council. 

Other  phases  of  work  with  which  the  Council  have  the 
responsibility  to  administer  legislation  concern  slum  clearance, 
the  need  for  a  housing  survey  to  ascertain  the  actual  need  for 
houses  is  very  necessary.  The  work  on  food  whilst  progressing  in 
many  of  its  branches,  notably  food  preparation  premises  and  Ice 
Cream  samples,  is  capable  of  further  extension  in  the  direction  of 
Licensed  Premises  and  the  smaller  food  shops.  The  work  upon 
Atmospheric  Pollution  in  general  must  be  a  long  term  one, 
observations  supported  by  recording  apparatus  as  installed  during 
the  year  will  give  an  indication  of  improvements  or  otherwise. 
Persuasion  and  pressure  upon  defaulters  must  be  unremitting. 

Thanks  are  due  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health 
Committee  for  their  encouragement  and  interest,  and  to  members 
of  the  Staff  for  their  unceasing  enthusiasm. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  E.  T.  LOWBRIDGE, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 


HOUSING. 


The  housing  position  as  far  as  erection  of  new  houses  is 
concerned  continues  to  improve  with  time,  slower  than  anyone 
wishes.  The  demand  for  houses  in  terms  of  applications  is  pro¬ 
bably  greater  than  it  has  ever  been  for  various  reasons. 

The  outstanding  features  of  the  present  position  seem  to 
indicate  that  it  is  probable  that  overcrowding  does  not  exist  to 
the  extent  that  it  did  in  the  years  just  prior  to  the  war.  The 
greater  demand  for  houses  is  expressed  in  the  number  of  applicants 
for  Council  Houses  ;  these  lists  of  applicants  do  not  give  a  reliable 
indication  of  needs.  The  improved  financial  position  of  many 
families  since  the  war  brings  about  a  desire  for  improvement  in 
their  housing  accommodation,  whereas  before  the  war  families 
with  smaller  incomes  than  now,  preferred  to  live  in  overcrowded 
conditions.  Not  until  a  comprehensive  survey  has  been  made  to 
ascertain  the  accommodation  already  available,  i.e.,  the  number 
of  houses,  the  rooms  contained  in  them,  those  rooms  which  are 
occupied  and  the  rooms  which  are  not,  together  with  consideration 
of  the  condition  of  the  houses,  can  a  proper  assessment  of  the 
nature  of  the  housing  accommodation  for  the  future  be  made. 

There  is  very  little  progress  in  slum  clearance  to  report.  In 
1948  the  Council  resolved  that  in  instances  where  a  demolition 
order  has  become  operative  and  the  house  is  also  structurally 
dangerous  to  the  occupants,  a  proportion  of  Council  Houses  in  the 
ratio  of  one  in  four  be  available. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  action  taken  during  the 
year  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

Number  of  families  removed  during  the  year  from  houses  already 
subject  to  Demolition  Orders  under  Sec.  11  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  =  14. 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  during  the  year  under  Sec. 
11  of  the  blousing  Act,  1936  =9. 

Number  of  houses  demolished  following  action  under  Sec.  11  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1936  =  5. 

Number  of  parts  of  buildings  upon  which  closing  orders  under 
Sec.  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  were  made  =  Nil. 

Number  of  houses  closed  voluntarily  upon  tenants  being  removed 

=  2. 

Number  of  houses  upon  which  Notices  were  served  requiring 
repair  under  Sec.  9  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  =  Nil. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  seventeen  houses  in  Chapel 
Green  (known  locally  as  The  Barracks)  were  officially  represented 
as  a  Clearance  Area. 


Efforts  to  secure  repairs  to  dwelling  houses  were  confined  to 
procedure  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  and  no  notices 
requiring  repairs  were  served  under  Section  9  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936.  The  number  of  houses  capable  of  being  rendered  fit  at  a 
reasonable  expense  and  having  a  reasonable  “  life  ”  afterwards 
cannot  be  very  large.  Further  the  need  to  conserve  building 
materials  and  labour  for  the  erection  of  new  houses  still  remains 
real.  During  the  year  519  intimations  were  served  —  an  increase 
of  nearly  two  hundred  over  the  previous  year  ;  447  of  these 
intimations  were  complied  with  during  1949.  Proceedings  were 
necessary  in  one  instance  to  secure  compliance  with  a  Statutory 
Notice  which  required  repairs  to  a  dwelling  house. 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation. 

During  the  year  a  Thresh  low  pressure  steam  disinfector  was 
installed  to  replace  a  high  pressure  steam  disinfector  which  has 
given  service  since  1901.  The  new  disinfector  operates  on  a  steam 
pressure  of  6-lbs.  per  square  inch  and  is  much  simpler  to  operate 
than  its  predecessor. 

Use  is  made  of  the  steam  disinfector  to  treat  bedclothes  from 
various  classes  of  disease.  Disinfection  is  not  carried  out  following 
Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria. 

In  addition  to  the  use  of  the  disinfector  in  infectious  disease 
it  is  also  used  in  conjunction  with  Hydrogen  Cyanide  fumigation 
of  furniture  and  effects  from  tenants  moving  into  Council  houses. 
H.C.N.  fumigation  is  considered  too  dangerous  to  be  used  on 
bedding  which  may  be  needed  for  use  the  same  day  as  treated. 
The  steam  disinfector  is  made  use  of  also  for  treating  verminous 
clothing. 

Spraying  of  houses  with  insecticide  is  carried  out  by  the 
Health  Department  in  cases  of  infestation  with  vermin.  99  houses 
were  so  treated  during  the  year. 
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Photograph  of  several  of  the  houses  forming  “  The  Barracks  ”  Chapel  Green, 
which  were  represented  as  a  Clearance  Area  during  the  year. 

By  courtesy  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Walsall  Observer. 
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Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  and  Similar  Structures. 

We  have  been  visited  from  time  to  time  throughout  the  year 
by  van  dwellers  of  all  types  —  Gipsies,  Travelling  Showmen,  Van 
Dwellers  in  search  of  scrap  metal,  persons  living  in  caravans  and 
disused  buses  because  of  their  inability  to  obtain  housing  accom¬ 
modation. 

There  is  little  to  commend  the  permanent  occupation  of 
caravans  which  are  without  water  supply,  and  other  sanitary 
accommodation. 

There  is  up  to  now  no  Licenced  land  for  the  siting  of  caravans. 


FOOD  PREMISES. 

Food  Inspection  as  it  affects  this  district  includes  the  inspec¬ 
tion  of  Bovines  —  as  far  as  casualty  animals  are  concerned  —  pigs 
for  bacon  curing  purposes  and  pigs  reared  locally  by  cottagers  and 
horses  slaughtered  for  human  food.  Ice  Cream  premises  for 
manufacture  and  sale  of  Ice  Cream,  Dairies  and  Milk  Shops,  Fried 
Fish  Shops,  Butchers’  Shops,  rooms  where  meats  are  prepared 
for  sausages,  pies,  etc.,  Bakehouses,  Public  Houses,  and  where  any 
of  these  articles  of  food  are  sold,  as  well  as  such  shops  as  confec¬ 
tioners  and  greengrocers. 

Of  all  duties  of  a  Sanitary  Inspector  more  attention  has 
probably  been  focussed  since  the  war  upon  that  of  food  hygiene 
than  any  other  section  of  the  work  and  the  details  given  will  give 
some  idea  of  the  wide  meaning  of  the  description  “  Food 
Inspection.”  In  order  to  give  consistent  attention  to  the  work,  a 
Sanitary  Inspector  holding  the  qualification  of  Inspector  of  Meat 
and  Other  Foods  has  since  devoted  the  whole  of  his  time  to  Meat 
and  Food  Inspection  work  and  a  portion  of  the  time  of  another 
Sanitary  Inspector  similarly  qualified  is  also  devoted  to  Food 
Inspection  work. 


Food  inspection. 

Slaughterhouses  and  Slaughtering. 

There  is  still  no  change  to  report  upon  the  position  with 
regard  to  slaughtering.  The  Abattoir,  situated  at  Wolverhampton, 
is  the  centre  from  which  meat  is  supplied  to  this  district.  Owners 
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of  private  slaughterhouses,  in  the  absence  of  an  announcement  of 
future  policy  by  the  Government,  continue  to  renew  their  applica¬ 
tions  yearly.  In  one  licensed  slaughterhouse  pigs  are  dressed  for 
bacon  curing  purposes.  Licences  for  the  continuance  of  a  Knacker’s 
Yard  and  also  a  horse  slaughterhouse  were  issued. 

A  considerable  number  of  pigs  are  reared  by  cottagers. 
Whilst  no  legal  powers  exist  whereby  persons  who  own  these  pigs 
are  compelled  to  take  them  into  a  slaughterhouse,  endeavours  are 
made  to  persuade  them  to  do  so. 

Where  the  Department  is  aware  of  the  slaughter  of  animals 
for  human  food  it  can  be  said  that  inspection  is  made  in  every 
instance. 

During  the  year  there  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
animals  slaughtered  for  human  food  —  the  number  of  pigs 
examined  increasing  from  1255  to  2068.  The  amount  of  meat 
destroyed  as  unfit  was  4  tons  4  cwts.  23  lbs.,  as  against  2  tons 
6  cwts.  8  lbs.  the  previous  year. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Ad. 

There  are  41  persons  on  the  register  of  Licensed  Slaughtermen. 

Milk. 

During  the  year  a  notification  was  received  of  the  presence  of 
Tuberculosis  in  a  sample  of  milk  —  steps  were  immediately  taken 
for  all  the  milk  produced  at  the  farm  to  be  heat  treated.  An 
animal  was  removed  from  the  herd  and  slaughtered.  Further 
samples  taken  were  free  from  Tuberculosis. 

Premises  where  food  is  prepared,  stored  or  sold. 

Fifty  intimations  have  been  served  requiring  alterations  or 
repairs  to  premises  where  food  is  prepared,  stored  or  sold.  The 
following  is  among  the  work  carried  out  on  food  premises  : 

Preparation  of  Preserved  Food  —  sausages  and  cooked  meats. 

At  seven  manufacturing  premises  work  was  carried  out 

involving  the  following  : 

White  glazed  tiling  to  wall  surfaces. 

Ceilings  underdrawn  with  boarding. 

Quarry  or  granolithic  floors  provided. 

Provision  of  sinks  with  hot  and  cold  water. 

Provision  of  preparation  tables  of  non-joint  type  and 
metal  covered  surfaces. 


Fried  Fish  Shops. 

At  two  Fried  Fish  Shops  alterations  were  made  consisting 
of  provision  of  separate  preparation  rooms  with  white  glazed 
tiling  to  the  rooms  —  new  quarry  floors  and  provision  of  hot 
water  and  sinks. 

Grocers 5  Shops. 

At  seven  shops  improvements  consisting  of  cleansing  of 
the  premises  and  repairs  to  interior  walls,  floors  and  storage 
accommodation  were  carried  out. 

Licensed  Premises. 

It  has  not  yet  been  possible  to  give  the  attention  which 
is  necessary  in  the  inspection  of  licensed  premises,  it  is  hoped 
that  soon  an  investigation  may  be  made  of  the  Public  Houses 
in  the  district  to  ascertain  among  other  things,  the  facilities 
for  the  washing  and  sterilising  of  receptacles  —  glass,  tankards, 
etc.  Ventilation,  Sanitary  Accommodation,  methods  of 
raising  the  beer  from  the  cellar,  e.g.,  whether  the  beer  is 
drawn  through  lead,  stainless  steel  or  plastic  piping.  To 
secure  an  improvement  in  the  hygienic  standard  will  require 
the  co-operation  of  brewery  companies,  licencees  and  staff. 
At  six  licensed  premises  new  sinks  and  drainage  were  provided. 

Hawkers’  Premises. 

Under  the  Willenhall  U.D.C.  Act,  1939,  the  Council  have 
powers  to  require  the  registration  of  any  persons  carrying  on 
the  trade  of  hawker,  and  also  to  require  the  registration  of 
the  premises  from  which  the  trade  is  carried  on.  There  are 
19  premises  registered  in  all  and  5  were  registered  during  the 
year. 

Cafes  and  Canteens. 

Work  upon  floors,  walls  and  ceilings,  and  the  provision 
of  hot  water  was  effected  at  four  cafes  and  canteens. 

lee  Cream  am!  lee  Cream  Premises. 

Eighteen  premises  were  registered  for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream 
during  the  year,  bringing  the  total  number  of  registered  premises 
up  to  thirty-seven.  There  are  also  six  premises  registered  for  the 
manufacture  of  Ice  Cream  ;  of  these  one  manufactures  by  the 
Hot  Mix  Process  and  five  by  the  Cold  Mix  Method. 

Since  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations  of 
1947  came  into  operation,  progress  has  rapidly  been  made  in  the 
manufacturing  machinery. 
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Of  particular  importance  are  the  methods  of  sterilisation  for 
which  manufacturers  in  this  district  are  well  equipped  as  far  as 
apparatus  is  concerned.  Even  with  the  best  equipment,  however, 
extreme  care  needs  to  be  shewn  by  the  operator  if  Ice  Cream  of  a 
high  bacterial  standard  is  to  be  maintained. 

During  the  year  128  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Methylene 
Blue  Test  to  ascertain  the  hygienic  standard  of  the  Ice  Cream. 
The  Methylene  Blue  Test  is  based  on  the  reduction  or  decolourisa- 
tion  of  methylene  blue.  In  the  case  of  repeatedly  poor  results, 
samples  are  taken  at  various  stages  of  manufacture  and  if  necessary 
subjected  to  other  tests  such  as  the  Coliform  Test. 

The  complete  classification  of  samples  taken  is  shown  in  the 
tables  at  the  end  of  the  report,  but  a  summary  is  given  here 
together  with  the  results  taken  during  the  previous  year  (1948)  : 

Grade 

12  3  4 

1949  Number  taken  .  .  128  67  29  17  15 

1948  Number  taken  ..  85  27  11  19  28 

The  following  notes  give  a  rough  indication  of  the  meaning  of  the 
grades  : 

1.  Good. 

2.  Fairly  good. 

3.  Poor. 

4.  Unsatisfactory. 

The  Ministry  of  Food  Circular  MF  3/49,  1st  April,  1949,  was 
to  the  effect  that  manufacturers  wishing  to  avail  themselves  of 
additional  supplies  of  sugar  and  in  certain  cases  fat,  had  been 
required  to  sign  an  undertaking  that  their  ice  cream  will  have  a 
minimum  fat  content  of  2J%.  Following  this  circular  85  samples 
were  taken  and  81  samples  had  a  fat  content  above  2J%  and  4 
below  2J%. 

SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION. 

A  special  report  was  considered  by  the  Health  Committee 
towards  the  end  of  the  year  of  all  premises  within  the  district  not 
yet  served  by  a  water  carriage  system.  The  conveniences  to  these 
houses  are  connected  to  cesspools  or  they  consist  of  privy  closets, 
privy  middens  or  pail  or  chemical  closets. 

The  report  showed  that  there  are  98  premises  not  connected 
and  of  this  number  some  20  are  houses  which  are  scheduled  for 
action  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936.  In  the  case  of  twelve  houses 
of  recent  construction  and  not  connected  to  the  sewer  in  Moseley 
Road  —  the  sewer  for  the  drainage  of  these  houses  has  just  been 
completed  and  the  work  of  securing  the  alterations  of  the  drainage 
to  connect  with  the  sewer  was  in  progress  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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The  report  includes  five  premises  in  Wood  Lane  —  connection  to 
the  sewer  of  these  houses  was  in  progress  by  the  end  of  the  year. 
Eighteen  houses  with  cesspools  in  Wood  Lane  had  been  connected 
earlier  in  the  year.  Apart  from  these  premises  cesspools  are  in 
existence  at  houses  of  recent  construction  in  Mill  Lane  and  Sneyd 
Road,  and  privies  or  cesspools  at  Hunts  Lane  and  Manor  Farm. 
A  number  of  houses,  mostly  in  outlying  parts  of  the  district,  are 
inaccessible  by  sewer. 

The  Health  Committee  are  considering  the  report  and  wher¬ 
ever  possible  are  making  endeavours  to  connect  premises  to  the 
water  carriage  system. 

Waste  Water  Closets* 

The  conversion  of  waste  water  closets  continues  to  progress 
by  requesting  owners  to  convert  when  the  closet  is  defective  or  by 
persuasion  on  the  part  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors.  Although  the 
making  of  a  contribution  by  the  Council  to  owners  to  convert 
waste  water  closets  has  not  been  agreed  to,  the  question  is  fre¬ 
quently  discussed  by  the  Health  Committee. 

During  the  year  76  conversions  of  W.W.C’s  was  effected. 
The  progress  during  1947  and  since  in  the  conversion  of  W.W.C’s 
to  those  of  flush  types  is  as  given  in  the  following  table  : 

Waste  Water  Closets  Converted. 

1947  1948  1949 

39  43  76 

Sewage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  Council  have  had  under  consideration  for  some  time  the 
provision  of  a  more  adequate  system  of  sewers  and  also  extensions 
to  the  Sewage  Works.  Serious  surcharging  of  the  sewers  occurs 
at  various  parts  of  the  district. 

Public  Conven fences. 

Although  the  question  of  the  provision  of  additional  Public 
Conveniences  had  been  discussed  frequently  by  the  Health 
Committee,  these  very  much  needed  conveniences  have  not  yet 
taken  shape.  There  are  only  three  conveniences  in  use  —  these 
being  at  Walsall  Road,  at  the  corner  of  Bilston  Street  and  Walsall 
Street,  and  Cheapside.  The  districts  of  Portobello,  Little  London, 
Sand  Beds,  Lane  Head,  Short  Heath  and  New  Invention  are 
without  facilities.  In  view  of  the  comments  of  visitors  when  in 
these  localities,  upon  the  deficiency  of  these  conveniences,  it  is 
hoped  that  the  Council  will  hasten  their  provision. 
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factories. 

It  was  possible  to  devote  more  attention  than  in  previous 
years  to  the  inspection  of  factories.  Many  industries  commenced 
during  the  war  in  buildings  erected  years  before  for  a  different 
type  of  industry  from  that  which  is  now  carried  on.  The  type  and 
number  of  conveniences  in  these  factories  need  revision  having 
regard  to  the  number  and  the  sexes  of  persons  now  employed. 

Inspection  of  many  factories  in  the  district  reveal  them  to  be 
of  a  slum  type.  What  a  great  pity  that  legislation  has  not  yet 
provided  for  the  demolition  of  buildings  of  this  type  say  in  a 
similar  manner  as  the  procedure  for  the  removal  of  unfit  houses. 
In  the  years  before  the  war  many  buildings  were  derelict,  their 
eradication  then  would  have  been  of  untold  benefit  to  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  town. 

There  are  420  factories  on  the  register  and  174  inspections 
were  made  during  the  year,  the  number  of  notices  served  in 
respect  of  factories  was  38.  The  nature  of  the  defects  is  revealed 
in  the  table  towards  the  end  of  the  report. 

Offensive  Trades. 

The  Health  Committee  imposed  a  five  yearly  registration 
condition  upon  premises  in  Moseley  Road,  where  condemned 
meat  is  converted  into  animal  feeding  stuff  and  fertiliser. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 

During  1949,  ninety-one  observations  were  made  by  Sanitary 
Inspectors  and  in  sixty-one  of  these  observations  lasting  30 
minutes  the  emission  exceeded  2  minutes.  Bye-laws  are  in  opera¬ 
tion  which  regard  it  as  an  offence  if  a  period  of  2  minutes  black 
smoke  is  exceeded.  In  instances  where  the  observation  reveals 
an  excess  of  2  minutes  black  smoke,  confirmation  is  made  to  the 
offending  company  and  a  report  is  submitted  to  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Health  Committee. 

The  Council,  in  conjunction  with  the  Fuel  Research  Station, 
Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research,  installed  8  lead 
peroxide  gauges  in  various  parts  of  the  district,  and  a  deposit 
gauge  at  the  rear  of  the  Gas  Offices  in  the  Market  Place.  The 
operation  of  these  commenced  on  1st  February,  1949.  In  addition 
a  deposit  gauge,  a  lead  peroxide  gauge  and  a  Smoke  Filter  and 
Volumetric  Sulphur  Dioxide  Apparatus  for  daily  readings  are 
provided  and  maintained  by  Messrs.  John  Harper  &  Co.  Ltd. 
Results  so  far  obtained  in  graph  form  and  in  tabular  form,  are 
included  at  the  rear  of  the  Report. 
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For  the  period  February  to  December  there  was  an  average 
deposit  of  23-857  tons  per  square  mile  per  month.  Whilst  it  would 
be  premature  to  draw  conclusions  from  results  over  such  a  short 
period  it  appears  that  there  is  considerable  room  for  improvement 
—  an  expression  of  opinion  which  is  arrived  at  not  only  from  the 
results  so  far  obtained  from  gauge  readings  but  also  from  visual 
observations  in  the  district. 

If  progress  is  to  be  made  in  the  suppression  of  smoke  and 
noise,  and  for  that  matter  any  other  nuisances,  attention  to  the 
establishment  of  new  businesses  and  particularly  in  the  case  of 
extension  of  existing  ones  is  essential. 

Pollution  at  premises  already  in  existence  includes  that  from 
combustible  sources  and  arises  chiefly  from  the  burning  of  bitu¬ 
minous  coal.  In  this  connection  the  evils  of  domestic  smoke  must 
not  be  forgotten. 

Is  the  Council,  or  more  precisely  the  Housing  Committee, 
satisfied  that  it  is  paying  sufficient  regard  to  the  reduction  of 
domestic  smoke  ?  Their  responsibility  in  the  matter  is  not  an  easy 
one.  Now  is  the  time  to  visualise  that  very  probably  in  a  few 
years  time  bituminous  coal  as  we  now  receive  it  will  not  be 
supplied,  but  coke  and  other  smokeless  fuels  will  have  taken  its 
place.  Some  Local  Authorities  are  already  making  it  a  condition 
of  tenancy  that  only  smokeless  fuels  shall  be  used  in  its  new 
housing  estates.  The  use  of  district  heating  is  only  in  its  infancy, 
it  is  however  rapidly  gathering  momentum,  and  has  enormous 
possibilities. 

This  business  of  domestic  smoke  needs  watching  to  ensure 
that  we  are  not  faced  with  a  parallel  position  to  that  which  we  are 
still  struggling  to  escape  in  the  case  of  substitution  of  wash  down 
closets  for  waste  water  closets.  Are  we  happy  that  many  of  the 
grates  which  have  been  installed  since  the  war  will  not  need  to  be 
replaced  in  the  next  few  years  ahead.  Shall  we  be  burning 
bituminous  coal  when  other  authorities  are  burning  smokeless 
fuels  ?  The  path  of  escape  from  domestic  smoke  appears  to  be 
easier  than  it  does  in  many  instances  of  smoke  from  manufacturing 
sources. 

Pollution  from  sources  other  than  combustible  are  bound  to 
be  of  importance  in  a  district  with  over  four  hundred  factories. 
The  co-operation  of  managements  in  giving  attention  to  the  v 
emission  of  pollution  from  trade  processes  is  essential. 

KODEiCr  CONTROL. 

The  Council  employ  a  Rodent  Officer  and  a  Rodent  Operative. 
There  have  been  periods  throughout  the  year  when  the  position  of 
Officer  and  Operative  have  been  vacant  because  of  resignations. 
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Sewer  maintenance  has  been  carried  out  in  two  periods 
whilst  the  routine  work  of  treatment  of  Dwelling  Houses,  Refuse 
Tips,  the  River  Tame  and  Business  Premises  has  progressed.  In 
addition  to  treatment  for  rats  with  Red  Squill,  Arsenic,  Zinc 
Phosphide,  and  Barium  Carbonate,  and  in  some  instances  gassing, 
attention  —  upon  receipt  of  complaints  —  to  eradication  of  mice 
by  trapping  has  been  carried  out.  Apart  from  Sewer  Treatment, 
2,193  baits  have  been  laid  for  rats.  Whilst  a  charge  is  made  for 
treatment  of  business  premises  —  shops  and  factories,  no  charge 
is  made  for  attention  to  dwelling  houses. 
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Births. 

Live  Births 
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.Still  Births 
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0-39  (a) 

0-47 
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Deaths. 

All  Causes  .  . 

12-04 

11-7  (a) 

12-5 

11-6 

12-2 

Typhoid  and  Para¬ 
typhoid  .  . 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

Whooping  Cough  .  . 

0-16 

0-01 

0-02 

0-01 

0-01 

Diphtheria  .  . 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

Tuberculosis 

0-36 

0-45 

0-52 

0-42 

0-52 

Influenza 

0-10 

0-15 

0-15 

0-14 

0-1 1 

Smallpox 

— 

0-00 

0-00 

- — 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
and  Polioencephalitis 

0-03 

0-01 

0-02 

0-02 

0-01 

Pneumonia 

0-38 

0-51 

0-56 

0-49 

0-59 

Notifications 

(Corrected). 
Typhoid  Fever 

0-01 

0-01 

0-01 

0-01 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0-03 

0-01 

0-02 

0-01 

0-01 

Ce'rebro  Spinal  Fever 

-*- 

0-02 

0-03 

0-02 

0-02 

Scarlet  Fever 

0-97 

1-63 

1-72 

1-83 

1-46 

Whooping  Cough  .  . 

M4 

2-39 

2-44 

2-39 

1-70 

Diphtheria  .  . 

0-06 

0-04 

0-05 

0-04 

0-07 

Erysipelas  .  . 

0-26 

0-19 

0-20 

0-19 

0-17 

Smallpox 

— 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

Measles 

3-96 

8-  95 

8-91 

9-18 

8-54 

Pneumonia 

0-84 

0-80 

0-91 

0-65 

0-55 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0-09 

0-13 

0-13 

0-12 

0-18 

Acute 

Polioencephalitis 

_ 

0-01 

0-01 

0-02 

0-01 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

0-14 

0-16 

0-14 

0-19 

TABLE  I.  ( continued ) 


148 

C.B.’s 

Smaller 

and 

Towns 

126 

( Resident 

England 

Great 

Pop. 

London 

Willen- 

and 

Towns 

25,000— 

Admin. 

hall 

Wales 

including 

50,000 

County 

London 

at  1931 
Census) 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births. 

Deaths. 

All  causes  under  1 

year  of  age 
Enteritis  and  Diarr- 

47-4 

32  (b) 

37 

30 

29 

hoea  under  2  years 
of  age 

1-8 

3-0 

3-8 

2-4 

1-7 

Rates 

per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births. 

Notifications 

(Corrected). 
Puerperal  Fever  and 

Pyrexia  .  . 

1-72 

6-31 

8-14 

5-30 

6-82 

Maternal  Mortality 

Abortion  with  Sepsis 
Abortion  without 

— 

0-11 

Sepsis 

— 

0-05 

E 

rot  availab' 

e 

Puerperal  infections 
Other  maternal 

— 

0-11 

causes 

— 

0-71 

(a)  Rates  per  1,000  total  population. 

(b)  per  1,000  related  births. 

A  dash  ( — )  signifies  that  there  were  no  deaths  or  cases. 
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*  TABLE  II 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  WILLENHALL  URBAN  DISTRICT 
DURING  1949.  REGISTRAR-GENERAL’S  RETURN. 


Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

4 

5 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory  System 

4 

7 

11 

Influenza  .  . 

2 

1 

3 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Acute  Polioencephalitis 
Cancer  of  buccal  cavity,  and  oesophagus  and 

1 

— 

1 

uterus 

3 

3 

6 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  Duodenum 

4 

4 

8 

Cancer  of  Breast 

— 

5 

5 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

12 

7 

19 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions 

12 

14 

26 

Diabetes  .  . 

1 

1 

2 

Heart  Diseases 

30 

32 

62 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  .  . 

4 

3 

7 

Bronchitis 

18 

8 

26 

Pneumonia 

8 

4 

12 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

4 

3 

7 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

2 

— 

2 

Diarrhoea  under  two  years 

1 

— 

1 

Appendicitis 

— 

1 

1 

Other  digestive  diseases 

1 

3 

4 

Nephritis  .  . 

4 

3 

7 

Premature  Birth 

Congenital  malformation,  birth  injury,  infantile 

5 

1 

6 

diseases 

5 

4 

9 

Suicide 

2 

1 

3 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  . . 

2 

— 

2 

Other  violent  causes 

3 

1 

4 

All  other  causes 

26 

27 

53 

All  causes  .  r 

155 

137 

292 

34 


TABLE  911. 

QUARTERLY  SUMMARY  OF  DEATHS  ARRANGED  IN  AGE 

GROUPS. 


Age  Group 

1st 

Quarter 
M.  F. 

2nd 

Quarter 
M.  F. 

3rd 

Quarter 
M.  F. 

4th 

Quarter 
M.  F. 

Total 
M.  F. 

Percentage 

Under  1  year  .  . 

3 

2 

5 

5 

4 

2 

5 

1 

17 

10 

9% 

1  to  5  years  .  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1*0% 

5tol0  years  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

0 

0-7% 

1 0  to  15  years  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

0 

0-7% 

15  to  25  years  .  . 

2 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

2 

1 

6 

3 

3-0% 

25  to  35  years  .  . 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

4 

2-0% 

35  to  45  years  .  . 

2 

— 

2 

4 

1 

4 

2 

— 

7 

8 

5-2% 

45  to  55  years  .  . 

3 

3 

2 

3 

1 

3 

2 

2 

8 

11 

6-4% 

55  to  65  years  .  . 

6 

2 

4 

5 

5 

6 

10 

9 

25 

22 

16-2% 

65  to  80  years  .  . 

25 

15 

14 

14 

11 

4 

14 

17 

64 

50 

39-3  % 

80  years  &  over 

6 

8 

7 

8 

6 

1 

2 

10 

21 

27 

16-5% 

Totals 

47 

32 

36 

42 

34 

22 

38 

41 

155 

137 

35 


TABLE  !W. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  1949. 


Cause  of  Deaths 

I' 

§ 

b 

1  Under  1  week 

1 — 2  weeks 

2 — 3  weeks 

3 — 4  weeks 

Total  deaths 
''  under  1  month  j 

1 — 3  months 

3 — 6  months 

6 — 9  months 

9 — 12  months 

Prematurity 

7 

2 

— 

— 

— 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

— 

— 

1 

- — 

— 

1 

2 

1 

2 

— 

Congenital  Heart- 
Disease  .  . 

1 

1 

Gastro-Enteritis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

- — ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

1 

Malnutrition 

— 

— 

— ' 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital 

Malformation  .  . 

3 

3 

Staphylococcal 

Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  .  . 

8 

5 

1 

— 

14 

5 

2 

5 

1 

36 


Total  deaths 

^  ^  under  1  year 


TABLE  V. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1949. 


Age  Groups  —  Years 


Disease 

Total 

Under  1 

1 

I 

I 

*© 

l 

5—10 

10—15 

15—25 

25—35 

!  35—45 

*■© 

1 

© 

*© 

so 

Age  unknown 

Measles 

122 

5 

13 

23 

22 

19 

37 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

35 

7 

5 

8 

3 

6 

5 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

31 

— 

— 

3 

3 

3 

15 

4 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

9 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

27 

2 

1 

2 

1 

— 

4 

1 

2 

2 

— 

7 

5 

— 

Erysipelas 

8 

2 

5 

— 

1 

Paratyphoid  .  . 

1 

1 

Dysentery 

1 

— 

1 

Cerebro  Spinal 
Meningitis 

1 

1 

Poliomyelitis  .  . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

♦ 

1 

1 

Totals 

239 

15 

22 

36 

30 

28 

66 

10 

7 

3 

4 

12 

5 

1 

37 


TABLE  VI 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

in  Willenhall  (including  the  formey  Short  Heath  U.D.)  showing 
the  new  cases  notified  and  the  deaths  each  year  since  the 
commencement  of  compulsory  notification. 


YEAR 

NEW 

CASES 

DEA  THS 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

1912 

85 

— 

19 

1 

1913 

87 

24 

22 

13 

1914 

66 

22 

21 

13 

1915 

55 

11 

13 

12 

1916 

65 

13 

23 

11 

1917 

71 

18 

28 

6 

1918 

56 

8 

44 

4 

1919 

29 

6 

20 

7 

1920 

29 

6 

14 

4 

1921 

24 

— 

24 

2 

1922 

55 

15 

34 

7 

1923 

45 

12 

30 

9 

1924 

19 

5 

27 

5 

1925 

67 

14 

25 

10 

1926 

71 

11 

24 

5 

1927 

25 

12 

25 

4 

1928 

39 

12 

17 

3 

1929 

40 

9 

34 

3 

1930 

42 

3 

29 

3 

1931 

36 

5 

27 

1 

1932 

36 

3 

16 

6 

1933 

41 

11 

26 

4 

1934 

45 

5 

14 

5 

1935 

33 

9 

25 

5 

1936 

47 

5 

14 

3 

1937 

44 

8 

25 

6 

1938 

45 

8 

22 

6 

1939 

30 

7 

20 

3 

1940 

40 

5 

24 

3 

1941 

40 

9 

25 

9 

1942 

38 

7 

23 

— 

1943 

49 

12 

18 

3 

1944 

42 

10 

19 

3 

1945 

30 

4 

25 

— 

1946 

35 

9 

20 

1 

1947 

40 

9 

20 

7 

1948 

41 

3 

25 

3 

1949 

34 

2 

11 

— 

Totals 

1,716 

332 

872 

190 

38 


TABLE  VII. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  FROM  1943  to  1949 


Disease 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

Scarlet  Fever 

202 

55 

89 

51 

45 

102 

31 

Diphtheria 

23 

18 

18 

19 

21 

22 

9 

Pneumonia 

52 

35 

40 

21 

18 

15 

27 

Erysipelas 

5 

6 

6 

7 

3 

8 

8 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

7 

2 

2 

2 

1 

• — 

1 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

3 

4 

6 

— - 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

6 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— . 

— 

Dysentery 

1 

2 

1 

— 

31 

1 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Chicken-pox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

— 

— 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Measles 

362 

14 

262 

6 

409 

277 

122 

Whooping  Cough 

28 

92 

51 

71 

68 

121 

35 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— _ 

— 

1 

Totals 

686 

226 

474 

183 

618 

547 

239 

39 


TABLE  VIII. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  — ANNUAL  REPORT. 
1.—  INSPECTION. 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

419 

174 

■t  s 

38 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  outworkers’ 
premises) 

Total 

419 

174 

38 

40 


TABLE  VIII  ( continued ) 


2. —  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

No.  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Ref 6 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanli¬ 
ness  (S.l) 

24 

22 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

(S-2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

temperature 

(S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ven¬ 
tilation  (S.4)  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drain¬ 
age  of  floors 
(S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveni¬ 
ences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  unsuitable 
or  defective 

7 

— 

— 

2 

— 

(c)  not  separate 
for  sexes  .  . 

1 

— 

— 

4 

— 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relat¬ 
ing  to  Outwork) 

80 

77 

6 

Total 

113 

99 

— 

12 

— 
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TABLE  SX. 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  ROUTINE  VISITS  OF  THE 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

Complaints,  requests  for  visits  of  Inspectors,  made  to  the 

Sanitary  Department  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  2,441 

Primary  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  .  .  . .  . .  2,798 

Absence  of  adequate  water  supply,  or  unsatisfactory  water 

supply  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  13 

Drainage  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  470 

Inspection  of  Premises  where  pigs  and  other  animals  are 

kept  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  158 

Offensive  Trades  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  25 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  115 

Factories  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  174 

Workshops  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Outworkers  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Smoke  Observations  and  Slides  of  Grit  Emissions  . .  148 

Schools  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  2 

Shops  (Sanitary  provisions  of  Shops’  Acts)  .  .  . .  174 

Fried  Fish  Shops  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  18 

Bakehouses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Butchers’  Premises  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  49 

Grocers’  Premises  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  97 

Food  Preparation  Premises  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  110 

Licenced  Premises  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  7 

Fishmongers  and  Poultry  Dealers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Green  Grocers  and  Fruiterers  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  28 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  44 

Ice  Cream  Premises  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  417 

Slaughterhouses  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  510 

Knacker’s  Yard  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  191 

Examination  of  Cottagers’  Pigs  . ,  .  .  .  .  .  .  134 

Market  Stalls  ..  ..  ..  .  •  ••  •  .  ..  615 

Restaurants  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Hawkers  .  .  . .  . .  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  22 

Visits  to  work  in  progress  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  166 

Verminous  Premises  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  •  .  .  .  292 

Infectious  Disease  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  •  •  •  •  •  63 

Atmospheric  Pollution  Gauges  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  108 

Accumulation  of  Refuse  .  .  .  .  •  .  .  .  .  .  39 

Waste  Water  Closets  and  Water  Closets  . .  . .  .  .  392 
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TABLE  X. 


PRINCIPAL  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED  BY  COMPLIANCE 

WITH  NOTICES. 

Internal. 

Wall  and  ceiling  plaster  or  brickwork  . .  . .  369 

Doors  and  window  frames  . .  . .  . .  . .  223 

Defective  firegrates  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  50 

Floors  ....  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  91 

Stairs  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  17 

Dirty  conditions  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Dampness  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  15 

Cellars  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  8 

External. 

Roofs  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  158 

Chimneys  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  29 

Pointing  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  25 

Eaves  guttering  and  down  spouting  . .  .  .  . .  61 

Paving  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Drainage  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  35 

Washing  Accommodation. 

Washing  boilers  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  40 

Defective  sinks  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  28 

Absence  of  or  defective  water  supply  . .  . .  . .  8 

Sanitary  Accommodation. 

Cesspools  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

Insufficient  or  defective  W.C.’s  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  90 

Dirty  condition  of  W.C.’s  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  37 

Defective  waste  water  closets  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  90 

Accumulations  11 

Disused  wells .  2 

Insanitary  piggeries,  etc .  8 

Miscellaneous .  ..  ..  . .  ..  71 
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TABLE  X!. 

FOODS  DESTROYED  DURING  YEAR  1949. 


Fruit  and  Vegetables. 

Beans,  16  ozs.,  11  tins. 

Beans,  8  ozs.,  3  tins. 

Beans,  19  ozs.,  1  tin. 

Tomatoes,  24  tins. 

Carrots,  10J  ozs.,  4  tins. 
Grapefruit,  16  ozs.,  1  tin. 
Beetroot,  19  ozs.,  15  tins. 

Peas,  19  ozs.,  12  tins. 

Peas,  14  ozs.,  1 1  tins. 

Peas,  10J  ozs.,  1  tin. 

Peas,  large,  1  tin. 

Plums,  26  oz.  bottles,  6. 

Plums,  20  ozs.,  4  tins. 

Apples,  16  ozs.,  1  tin. 

Rhubarb,  A2,  2  tins. 

Rhubarb,  A12,  4  tins. 

Grapes,  2J’s,  7  tins. 

Mixed  Vegetables  A2’s,  5  tins. 
Beans,  1  carton. 

Greengages,  1  tin. 

JVIe&l 

Stewed  Steak,  16  ozs.,  1  tin. 
Potted  Meat,  1  tin. 

Ham  Loaf,  12  ozs.,  1  tin. 
Minced  Meat,  12  ozs.,  1  tin. 
Minced  Beef  Loaf,  12 ozs.,  3  tins. 
Bacon,  16  ozs.,  1  tin. 

Veal  Loaf,  12  ozs.,  1  tin. 

Meat  and  Vegetable,  2  tins. 
Bacon,  42  lbs. 

Corned  Beef  Hash,  16  ozs.,  1  tin. 
Whalemeat,  16  ozs.,  1  tin. 

Veal  &  Ham  Loaf,  18  ozs.,  1  tin. 
Black  Pudding,  16  lbs. 

Lun.  Meat,  4  lbs.,  12  tins. 

Fish. 

Hake,  15  ozs.,  1  tin. 

Pilchards,  15  ozs.,  6  tins. 
Brislings,  3-f  ozs.,  5  tins. 

Sild,  2  tins. 

Salmon,  Grade  1,  1  tin. 
Crawfish,  8  ozs.,  1  tin. 

Cod  Roe,  1  tin. 


Sardines,  1  tin. 

Salmon,  Grade  3,  1  tin. 

MM. 

Evaporated,  14 J  ozs.,  9  tins. 
Evaporated,  16  ozs.,  40  tins. 
Full  Cream  Sweetened,  31  tins. 
Skimmed,  sweetened,  1  tin. 

Other  Foods. 

Dried  Egg,  8  ozs.,  1  packet. 
Chutney,  Rangoon,  1  jar. 
Pickle,  1  jar. 

Pickled  Cabbage,  2  jars. 
Piccalilli,  1  jar. 

Pan  Yan  Pickle,  1  jar. 

Sweet  Pickle,  1  jar. 

Salad  Cream,  44  jars. 

Soup,  10  ozs.,  3  tins. 

Soup,  16  ozs.,  37  tins. 

Malted  Cocoa,  1  tin. 

Marmalade,  9  lbs. 

Strained  Foods,  2  tins. 
Grapefruit  Juice,  20  ozs.,  8  tins. 
Jam,  8  lbs. 

Spaghetti,  16  ozs.,  11  tins. 
Creamola  Pudding  Pdr.,  2  pkts. 
Eggs,  Grade  B,  41. 

Tomato  Juice,  14  ozs.,  2  tins. 
Tea,  50  lbs. 

Tomato  Paste,  1  tin. 

Puffed  Wheat,  1  carton. 

Wheat  Flakes,  1  carton 
Cake  Cones,  250. 

All  Bran,  10  ozs.,  12  packets. 
Sugar,  \  lb. 

Coffee  Essence,  10  ozs.,  1  bot. 
Chocolate  Spread,  1  jar. 

Fish  Paste,  2  jars. 

Split  Peas,  |  lb.,  1  packet. 
Gravy  Colouring,  4  bottles. 
Custard  Powder,  1  packet. 
Soyghetti,  1  lb. 

Barley,  8  ozs.,  1  packet. 

Groats,  8  ozs.,  4  tins. 
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Meat. 

2,068  pigs  have  been  examined  and  the  following  meat  and 
offals  were  surrendered  and  destroyed  : 


Tuberculosis  .  . 


Fatty  Condition 

Echinococcus 

Pneumonia 

Pericarditis  .  . 

Enteritis 

Tumour 

Cyst.  Tenuicollis 
Bacterial  Necrosis 


9  complete  carcases  and  viscera,  142 
heads,  65  stomachs,  47  plucks, 
4  livers. 

2  livers. 

4  livers,  portions  of  liver. 

14  sets  lungs. 

3  hearts. 

1  stomach,  1  set  intestines. 

1  spleen,  1  omentum. 

2  livers. 

1  liver. 


798  horses  have  been  examined  and  the  following  meat  and 
offals  were  surrendered  and  destroyed  : 


Echinococcus 
Fatty  Condition 
Pneumonia 
Congestion 
Emphysema 
Rupture 
Bruising 
Anthracosis  .  . 
Degeneration 
Cirrhosis 
Pericarditis  .  . 
Broken  Leg  .  . 


200  livers,  1  portion  of  liver. 
10  livers. 

7  sets  lungs. 

1  set  lungs. 

3  sets  lungs. 

1  spleen. 

Portion  of  meat. 

2  sets  lungs. 

1  liver. 

4  livers. 

1  heart. 

.  .  1. 


7  beasts  have  been  examined  and  the  following  meat  and 
offals  were  surrendered  and  destroyed  : 


Actinomycosis 
Tuberculosis  .  . 

Distomatosis 

Traumatic 

Pericarditis 
Johne’s  Disease 


2  heads. 

2  sets  lungs,  1  head,  1  liver,  1  com¬ 
plete  carcase  and  viscera. 

1  liver. 

1  carcase. 

1  carcase. 


Total  weight  of  meat  destroyed  during  the  year  1949  is 
4  tons  4  cwts.  23J  lbs. 
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TABLE  X9I. 

ICE  CREAM  SAMPLES  FOR  METHYLENE  BLUE  TEST. 


Date  taken 

1949 

No. 

taken 

Grade 

1 

Grade 

2 

Grade 

3 

Grade 

4 

January 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

February 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

March 

6 

5 

1 

— 

— 

April 

10 

7 

2 

— 

1 

May 

11 

6 

2 

1 

2 

June  . 

16 

10 

— 

2 

4 

July  . . 

10 

1 

3 

4 

2 

August 

24 

6 

10 

5 

3 

September 

12 

7 

2 

1 

2 

October 

14 

8 

3 

2 

1 

November 

6 

5 

— 

1 

— 

December 

17 

10 

6 

1 

— 

Total  No.  taken  .  . 

128 

67 

29 

17 

15 

Taken  in  1948 

85 

27 

11 

19 

28 

No.  of  Ice  Cream  Premises  registered  during  1949  .  .  18 

Premises  on  register  for  manufacture  or  sale  of  Ice  Cream  : 

Manufacturers  by  Hot  Mix  Method  . .  .  .  .  .  1 

Manufacturers  by  Cold  Mix  Method  . .  .  .  .  .  5 

No.  of  shops  registered  for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream  .  .  .  .  37 

REGISTRATION  OF  HAWKERS. 

No.  of  Hawkers  registered  during  1949  under  the  Willenhall 

Urban  District  Council  Act  .  .  ,  .  .  .  .  .  6 

TABLE  XIII. 

MILK. 

Ten  samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  were  taken.  All 
passed  the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 


ACTION  TAKEN 

TABLE  XIV. 

FOR  DISINFECTION  OF 

PREMISES 

AND 

Number  of  rooms 

ARTICLES. 

disinfected  with  Formalin 

or  Formal- 

dehyde 

•  •  ••  ••  •• 

•  • 

25 

Number  of  rooms 

sprayed  with  Insecticide 

to  destroy 

99 

vermin 

s  •  ••  ••  •• 

•  •  •  • 

Articles  disinfected 

(bedding) 

•  •  •  • 

201 

Bedding  destroyed 

•  «  ••  ••  •• 

•  •  •  • 

1 
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TABLE  XV. 


SAMPLING  BY  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  AUTHORITY 
(STAFFORDSHIRE  COUNTY  GOUNCIL). 

Particulars  of  Samples  of  Milk  taken  by  the  Staffordshire 
County  Council  m  Willenhall  Urban  District  for  Bacteriological 
and  Biological  examination. 


Period  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1949. 


Designation 

No. 

of 

sam¬ 

ples 

sub¬ 

mitted 

Cleanliness 

Phosphatase 

Turbidity 

Test 

Con¬ 

tain¬ 

ing 

Tub¬ 

ercle 

Bacilli 

Satis. 

Un- 

satis. 

Pass 

Fail 

Pass 

Fail 

Tuberculin  Tested 
Tuberculin  Tested 

6* 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pasteurised 

6f 

6 

— 

6 

— 

■  — 

— 

— 

Pasteurised 

10f 

9 

1 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sterilised 

14f 

10 

— 

— 

— 

14 

— 

— 

Undesignated 

471 

34 

13 

17 

1 

— 

— 

5 

From  October,  1949  sterilised  milks  were  submitted  to  the  Turbidity  Test 
only.  The  18  undesignated  milks  submitted  to  the  phosphatase  test  were 
Heat  Treated  milks. 


f  No  biological  test. 

*  No  biological  test  on  one  sample. 

X  No  biological  test  on  21  samples. 

Return  of  Samples  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Ad,  1938 
for  the  year  1949. 

Milks. 

75  samples  ;  all  found  to  be  genuine. 

General  Foods. 

54  samples  of  general  foods,  of  which  5  were  found  to  be 
adulterated  as  follows  : 

Baking  Powder  (Informal)  f  Deficient  of  available  carbon 
Baking  Powder  (Formal)  J  dioxide.  Old  stock  with¬ 
drawn  from  sale. 

Sandwich  Spread  (Informal)  f  Contained  Saccharine. 

\  Dispensation  in  force. 

Glauber’s  Salt  (Informal)  f  Contained  excess  of  Hydrated 
Glauber’s  Salt  (Formal)  \ Sodium  Sulphate.  Cautioned. 
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TABLE  XVI. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 

Deposit  Gauges  situated  in  Market  Place,  at  rear  of  Gas 
Offices  —  recordings  commenced  1st  February,  1949  —  and  also 
in  the  grounds  of  Messrs.  John  Harper  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Clarkes  Lane, 
Willenhall,  when  recordings  commenced  1st  March,  1949. 


Deposits  in  Tons  per  square  mile  : 


Market  Place 

John  Harper’s, 
Clarkes  Lane 

Soluble 

Insoluble 

Totals 

Soluble 

Insoluble 

T  otals 

January 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

February  .  . 

16-95 

10-44 

27-39 

— 

— 

— 

March 

3-44 

9-74 

13-18 

5-31 

19-03 

24-34 

April 

10-78 

30-07 

40-85 

15-78 

30-21 

45-99 

May 

4-08 

19-34 

23-42 

3-13 

12-6 

15-73 

June 

3-03 

15-57 

18-60 

4-08 

20-87 

24-95 

July 

4-41 

22-34 

26-75 

6-23 

24-65 

30-88 

August 

— 

— 

— 

5-03 

13-07 

18-10 

September 

11-52 

30-78 

42-30 

8-85 

46-25 

55-10 

October 

2-56 

14-22 

16-78 

0-715 

14-05 

14-765 

November 

3-71 

11-99 

15-70 

5-955 

12-73 

18-685 

December 

0-64 

12-96 

13-60 

0-851 

16-60 

17-451 
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TABLE  XVI!. 

SULPHUR  POLLUTION. 

Lead  Peroxide  Gauges.  Table  shows  weight  of  S02  (Sulphur  Dioxide)  collected  in  milligrams  per  100 
sq.  cms.  per  day.  Recordings  commenced  on  1st  February,  1949. 
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Willenhali  Urban  District  Council 
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